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Speaker: h\\ Do I just talk or does Mike

" interview or?

Interviewer: Mike will interview. Right now the
first thing I want to get on tape for the record is just<yéur

Full name and your affillation.

Speaker: Okay. Do I have to say my title or
anything?
Interviewer: ou can. Whatever affiliation you

want to say ... Any time you’re ready.

Speaker: ' Oka ITt’s a professional
affiliation.
Interviewer: . Any affiL{ation you’d Like isffiqg'

with us. Whatever you think is appropridte. But prafessional:-is
what we generally get. Any time you're ready, we‘re rolling

" right now.

Speaker: : All right. Well my name is Eleanor

Chin. and I’ve worked professionally_at the_E§i19§EELEW§E§EEE;iE,

Boston for about 17 years. And I think the other affiliation I

. C ) g ‘ s
most find relevant is that I‘m & mem and (end side A, begin side

B) I‘m the mother of a sevsg year-old and I think ‘T Iearn jﬁét_g& .

much from her as I do from all of the other children that I 66&9

into contact with at the Chil ggn's Museum.

Interviewer: Yég may want to.actﬁallyﬂhévg the

conversation with him.
Speaker: okay.

Interviewer: Any tim%\iou’re ready it’s fine.
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We‘re rolling.

Speaker: ‘ Oh you don’t start with a guestion?
Interviewer: Do you know the general question
that we’re working on?

Speaker: \\ Why don’t you restate it.
Interviewer: }K\ Basically we’re asking people to

Y
just relate any typical learﬁgng experience they’ve either had or

Y

witnessed or read or heard about. Possibly -- learning about
anything but it could be ... a museum or not.
Speaker: Well\I guess when you asked me this

guestion I really had a hard time betause I kept thinking about,'?ﬁ@‘

wwww R ———

. L 7 —
o ou know, an anecdote of a child’s learmning. And it wasn’t /’~ /s
U : ‘ ? (£ g,%,f@
\CX coming that easily to me as my own learniq?. And then when 1 /{;Q%YE:TS
/%L started to just allow myself to think about that I realized that T

9

>< ;Jzigt sticks the most in my mind is when I first started working

at the museum and I was being trained as an intern, I didn’t

the ReAF I

really understand what experiential learning was, or discovery

learning. I had really -- I guess I was about 24 or so and I had

@-vlry classaled

)

grown up in Boston Public Schools and gone to girl'’s Latin
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School, had a very classical education, learned by rote.

. Memorized poems and formulas and éverything. and I had come sQ
far away from -- if I ever, I‘m sure I was at that place when I
was a toddler or a young child. But in school learning I had
just come so far away from experiential learning that as I was

being trained to be an intern at the museum a lot of it was

training just like you would get in school. You know, the mode
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of it was lecturing and reading and I was taking all this in @:é\”g“;
intellectually. I thought .Oh thig is great. I really understand (;i C?§~,
this. And I remember the moment when I really understood it was §§ ::;:m
one day I was lying under the turtle pond. It was really quiet. %:‘3:2
This is a slightly embarrassing story. j jﬁi“}ﬁﬂgmgpdex’ the ;,_ %%L%
turtle pond just watching the turtle swim. . And I saw a little S ”
turd come out of the turtle’s tail. And I discovered the (5_, ”f
turtle’s rect‘;g_:géi . And you know it didn’t have to be that -- §§L§
it didn’t have to be such a bodily experlenceButthat was the - {g bi““
thing that really crystzﬁllized for me, "Oh, this is theww \L\ g
discovery. I get it." m{%égg,y_erymshozz@%y afEé;;aards we had S é’—‘“

. training by Bernie Z;ggowski who only did his training &; —é‘ﬂ
experientially. And then I got it reinforced. So I think it’s Lé\ %‘
important when we think about being museum profeéssionals to try J A
to get b%m;mﬁ;;;;m" bas iéﬁ“i"é‘t‘:‘dveff W.g,mn_aﬂ —ﬁe;swc;r;amimmwmg r@ Ef“ ;’«%

We tend to teach ourselves as adults a lot 4 L&&-

- experience ourselves. o m\;’}"
by Mreadﬂlmngfwi;ym;;;;_glng You know, all these sessions are /35%‘7 f:i
examples of that. And likewise we tend to teach others that way:%;\\;ig \(%
You know, when I think of all of the interpreters that we’ve <€
trained at the museum over the years. It is the easiest, quickest \(J
way to get a whole bunch of information in. And you have to gf? ?z
struggle to balance that with process learning. So that’ s Ee }? ibﬁ
main lesson 1’ve learned from children’s museums and it‘s the E § ;1

_ —— ®
lesson. TIt’s that little poop coming out of the turtle’E rectunm 3 ¥
™

that I kKeep as a visual in my mind. It’s unfortunate that that’s
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the visual but as I think about my own daughter’s gfowth and I
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watch her play and I watch her in school. That’s the learning,

that’s the learning picture that comes to my mind and reinforces
@w@ff’

That happened to you or your

the whole process for me.

7/

Interviewer:
daughter ... whatever.
Speaker: Well I remember being in play space

with Emma. And you know it was another seminal moment.

Interviewer: Just mention the institution this

e oo

time. At least once in these stories

Speaker:

museum, the Boston Children’s Museum, in play space, which is a

WQMW‘WWWM

\\}\J

M
3]
Okay. ;Well I remember being at mY/?%yL§QV4}

& oa g
really wonderful early childhood space. And again it was one of g%&hjﬁ
N é;:; )
those seminal experiences that took me a step back from being an ?“ﬁ {
administrator and a museum professional. I was there as a ~§¢fﬁ‘§?
e S8 3
parent. And she was playing. She was a toddler. She was just 2;4% =y
S s & ‘_,,-jé.)
playing and I was d01ng the parental thing: talking to other §f§;"¥
r— e - oo
parents, getting engaged about what they did as parents. -And.I ¢
\
guess I wasn’t noticing you know that she was doing this -- -
walking on thls“;amp about 100 times. And you know as a typical §§;©>
e [ b oo
parent you Kknow I was looklng ‘at my watch ‘and I said to Ayselt’ Q §$ﬂ
okay, it’s time to go and then Jerry Robinson came over to me and &f\élﬁ
b N
said, "Look, 1n the past five minutes she!’ 's..Just L learned to éﬁg
s T —.. ?‘i‘
navigate this little ramp.“ and then I was reminded to sit and M él
RSt ~4 =
watch what is a very simple learning process. éEE“IE"was a real
moment where she learned a real skill within the course of, you f?%léL
el @ e
know, 15 minutes. And parents I think tend to miss those momentsiégﬁih§
S———— —— e C:\.’CFS é: -
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because they thlnk this is borlngwbehav1orw +his-repetition that

kids need to learn. And then from then on I Jjust really looked

RSN e p—

at repetltlve behav1ors dlfferently. I began to really watch

them for their progression rather -- and their little changes

over time rather than for that boring moment that I can’t stand

ownten, | o duatieal i oGl Goly

: gwpamﬁaﬁ byt~ bo oo Wwvj L”"{‘ -
Interviewer: inaudible remarks plee
Quﬂﬁﬁ'aéﬁ@ r OET iewns {Qddﬁgﬁk*
. -

Speaker: ell I don’t have a lot to say

vyou know I just -- I had a very classical

about my own learning.

upbrlnglng in Boston Public Schools, as T said. and I can

FENIPSRE S S

remember in fact that when I went to college my Verz“first

English class was a literature class. I had done so well that I

placed out of freshman English and I found myself in a sophomore

literature class. And this was how bad my education was. The

book had been assigned. I went home and I read the book you know.
I know how to do homework. I went to Latin School. And at class
the teacher said, okay, so what did you think? And people were

raising their hands, saylng oh I think the author meant this and

e SR

I was honest to God, at 18 I was just dumbfounded. Where did

i e DA 120
mmcemta g o LR R

they get these ideas from? But I -~ you know I picked up very

quickly what the point was and I learned to have an opinion very

fast. But I guess that was -- that stays with me as a memory of

i,

han

what was lacking in my education you know. Latin School. I

don’t know if you know a lot about 1t but Glrl's Latin School and

p—

Boy‘s Latin School were kind of anomalles even in their own time.

They‘re 51ngle sex. «= they were single sex publlc hlgh schools
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and really the best that you could get academically in Boston at - gﬂé\
the time. Now they’re co-educational and I‘m sure they’ve caught %?éii;
up with the times. But at the time they really were the best . g gi?g
that yvou could get and even given that, that’s what I came out g &';g
with. &
Interviewer: © inaudible remarks
Speaker: Right. Close to the source. No I
can‘t -- I can’t really think of any right now. VYeah, I didn’t

know I had those other two before you asked me.

Interviewer: That happens to almost everybody.

That’s why we keep asking. But we were dumb enough to say when a

person said stop, okay. Thern some people as we were winding up
started to talk some more and then we realized we had to ...
TAPE INTERRUPTION

ve become a structure

Speaker: Yeah, I*
freak. I want it to get real structurediyso we can really know

we’ve accomplished something by the end of‘the day.

Interviewer: Will you just state your full name

and your affiliation.

Speaker: I‘m Debbie Edward. I‘m from the

Austin Children’s Museum in Austin, TX. Is that good enough?

All right.

Interviewer: We’re rolling. The basic idea, as

..
IT've been saying, pass this Q\zo other folks too. Keep
n

promoting it. Is that you can ‘alk about program but think of it

mostly as -- or exhibits or thingé\like that. But think of it
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